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FINCH'S TAVERN AND
THE FOUNTAIN HOTEL

Fountain Hotel January 2006 *

Finch's Tavern, later renamed

the Fountain Hotel, was
founded on April 6, 1786,
according to courthouse

records. “On the Motion of
Bernard Finch leave is granted
him to keep Ordinary at this
place” In that time period,
taverns were community
gathering places where people
not only socialized, but also
heard the latest news, conducted
business, and discussed politics.
Many distinguished guests,
including Thomas Jefferson and
Patrick Henry, enjoyed its
hospitality while traveling on
Lawyer® Road between New
London and Richmond. The
tavern®@close proximity to the
courthouse further enhanced its
popularity.

The oldest pat of the
building, dating from about
1795, was built of logs and
covered with pine

! Contributed by Amelia Talley

weatherboarding at least a foot
wide. An ice house was built
beneath one of its porches. (For
a detailed description of the
architectural features, go to the
Library of Virginia website,
http://www.lva.lib.va.us/index.h
tm, and search for Finch's
Tavern.)

After Bernard ("Barnett")
died in 1840, his son Barnett Jr.
operated the tavern until his
death almost thirty years later.
His widow Ann B. Green Finch
and their son George Edward
Finch continued the family’'s
hotel business.

Sometime after the Civil
War, George made an extended
business trip to Baltimore. He
was SO impressed by the
city®Fountain Hotel that he
decided to rename hisown
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rural tavern/hotel after the
Baltimore hotdl to reflect a

Tom Crocker, waiter in the
Fountain Hotel in late 1800s and
early 1900s2

similar image of a fountain of
hospitality, with an abundance
of good food and excellent
service. The newly christened
Fountain Hotel first appeared in
courthouse records in 1873,

Two ladies
in horse
drawn
wagon in
front of
The
Fountain
Hotel 2

2 Contributed by Patty W. Bent



amost one century after the
founding of Finch®
Tavern. George was officialy
licensed to keep an ordinary at
the Fountain Hotel at Campbell
Court House and to provide
accommodations for both man
and horse.

The owner® 1904
obituary attested to his
hotel®widespread  popularity

outside the loca area when
it noted that “the hotel was a

popular rendezvous for
Lynchburg people and
numerous pleasure  parties

resorted thither to take supper at
the house and return to the city
by moonlight. The hotel was
known far and near for the
excelent table, and it was
therefore greatly popular with
the traveling public.”

George's widow Didama
Cadden Spriggs Finch lived to
serve as hotel proprietor
foronly one year. Upon her
death, her daughter Clara
August “Kate” Finch Withers
took over the hotel® operation.

Rustburg amost lost its
most famous hotedd and
restaurant in April 1917. A
devastating fire swept
through the town and destroyed
homes, the County Fair Hall,
and the stables of the Fountain
Hotel. The hotel was saved
from the conflagration by the
quick-thinking hanging of wet
quilts on the side nearest the
fire. When the roof of the hotel
kitchen caught fire, it was saved
by stripping the roof of its
wooden shingles. Lynchburg
residents anxiously awaited
news of the fate of the popular
hotel which had served "savory
suppers and bounteous spreads
for automobile parties.”

Upon Kate® death only eight
years later, hotel ownership
would pass for the last time to
members of the Finch
family. Kittie Bell Harvey

Wingfield Smith Finch and her
husband George Mortimer
Finch carried on operations for
a few yearsuntil their deaths in
1925 and 1928, respectively.
The inventories of George and
Kitties estates give an
interesting window on the
hotel® furnishings during the
Roaring Twenties:a Victor
Talking machine and records,
four round dining room tables, a
long dining room table, 45
straight chairs, an icebox, a
Majestic range, a cuspidor, a
gong, a bell, Howard piano and
stool, 14 beds, 13 wash stands,
13 bureaus, seven druggets, and
seven wardrobes.

After 142 years of
continuous operation within the
Finch family, the Fountain
Hotel was sold to Violet Irwin
Pick, wife of Charles Thomas
Pick, professional baseball
player and brother of Genera
Lewis A. Pick. A brochure from
this period touted the broad
fame and mouth-watering

cuisine of Ye Old Fountain
Hotel. “Its reputation for
chicken and waffles reaches
almost every state in the Union.

Kitty
Harvey
Finchin
dining
room, ca.
1920

The kitchen is in charge of an
old Southern Mammy, knowing
al the arts of rea Virginia
cooking. Our chicken and
waffle suppers and our Sunday
dinners are a real speciaty at
$1.00 and $1.25 and are well
worth atrial any time.”

Amelia Taley spoke about
Finch's Tavern and the
Fountain Hotel on Sunday
afternoon, January 22, to forty-
two members and guests
gathered in the Historic
Courthouse' s community room.

MissAmelia Talley *

% Contributed by Nellie Watson Finch



Mrs. Virginia Buckley *

Virginia Buckley, wife of
Edward Buckley, grandson of
Kate Finch Withers, was an
honored guest. Virginia read
selections from her articles in
Campbell County Heritage and
recounted memories of her
husband’'s family and the
Fountain Hotel. She also
displayed many wonderful
family photographs. Several
attendees shared memories of
the Fountain Hotel, the ice
pond, and the Pick family.
Homemade cookies and hot
spiced apple cider capped off a
close look at this important part
of Rustburg history.

On March 31, signs were posted
in front of the former Fountain
Hotel to advertise its upcoming
auction. Interested bidders may
view thehistoric property on
April 24 from noon until
one. Its auction will be held on
Wednesday, April 26, at 12
noon.

APRIL DINNER
MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Our annual dinner membership
meeting will be held on Sunday,
April 23, 2006 at the New
Concord Presbyterian Church in

4 Taken by Barbara Keys

Concord, Virginia. Please join
us during Socia Hour, which
begins a 4:30 PM for some
refreshing punch, great
conversation and a light snack.
Weather permitting you may
take a tour of the Owen
Cheatham Memoria Garden
before the buffet dinner is
served at 5:30. The cost is
$12.50 per person, $5 for
children under 12. If you did
not receive an invitation and
would like to attend please
contact Eleanor Carson at (434)
993-3348 for more details.

Our guest speaker will be
James E. Wootton, executive
director of the Capitol Square
Preservation Council. He will
give a presentation titled
"Virginia's Capitol: Its Pasgt,
Present, and Future."

Jim Wootton

An abiding interest in Virginia®
architectura heritage brought
Jim Wootton to the University of
Virginia® School of Architecture
in 1976. After receiving his
Architectural History degree in
1980, Jim began working in the
administration of Ash Lawn-
Highland, the Albemarle County
home of President James
Monroe. Jim was appointed
Assistant Director in 1983 and

Curator in 1987. For over
twenty years he collaborated
with the museum staff in
research, interpretation, program
development, and planning.

In 2000, Jim accepted the
position of Executive Director of
the Capitol Square Preservation
Council. This group of fourteen
individuals is charged with
planning and review of projects
that affect the State Capitol, its
historic artifacts, other historic
buildings on or adjacent to
Capitol  Square, and the
landscape and archaeological
features of Capitol Square. Jm
works closely with the members
of the Council and with
representatives from the Library
of Virginia, the Department of
Historic Resources, and other
state agencies, as well as with
individuals and groups.

Jm has participated in
preservation projects throughout
Virginia and the mid-Atlantic
region. His writings include
articles, guidebooks, exhibition

text, and a biography of
Elizabeth Kortright Monroe.
The Albemarle County

Historical Society awarded the
Nalle Prize to his history of
Christ Church, Charlottesville,
in 2000. Jim frequently lectures
for university classes and for
school and civic groups. His
lectures for Elderhostel earned
him an award as one of the
program’s top ten international
speakers in 2005.

FRIENDS OF NEW
LONDON, VA INC.

A group of loca citizens has
joined together to form The



Friends of New London,
Virginia, Inc. FNL volunteers
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seek to preserve the history of
the colonia village, from its
founding to the present day.
Their efforts may be assisted by
a tentative series of events
connected to  the 250
anniversary of the officia
founding of New London, 1757
- 2007.

Volunteers have  spent
several weekends clearing brush
and debris from the former
office and lot of Dr. Nicholas
Kabler, as well as from a vacant
church, the former New London
Methodist Episcopal Church,
North  (originally  Bedford
Springs Methodist Episcopal
Church). Work also is ongoing
to clean brush from and to
record at least seven more
cemeteries, including  for
Bedford Springs church and
family cemeteries for
Thompson, Teass, Mitchell, and
others. These cemetery and
church histories will be shared
with CCHS.

FNL grew out of informal
meetings held in a renovated
store (formerly operated by the
Stevens family and later by
WillisW. Driskill). The owners
of the store adso have cleaned
the Stevens family cemetery (#
294) and are renovating the
former New London United
Methodist Church, South. FNL

members are researching the
relationships  among  that
church’s white congregation
and the black congregation
whose church was located on
the north side of the former
Lynchburg - Salem Turnpike.
Volunteers are researching
the colonial arsenal at New
London, now known to have
still contained military stores up
to at least 1814. Archives,
pension records, etc. are being
used to compile names, etc. of
Revolutionary War veterans
who served at New London, and
of Tories held in its jail. Rev.
War research of the village and
the colonia road network shows
the importance of Campbell Co:

supply trains of lead from
Wythe Co. traveled the
Wilderness Road; New

London’'s arsenal repaired arms
and its laboratory produced
gunpowder, cartridges, and
bombs for use a Y orktown and
in the campaigns in North &
South Carolina.  Wagons of
supplies continued overland or
were loaded onto batteaux at
Lynch’'s Ferry, as were
guantities of iron and shot
produced by Oxford Furnace.
Civil War topics include a
Union cavary raid through
Campbell Co. June 16, 1864
and actions to contest Union
Gen. “Black Dave’ Hunter, as
he approached Lynchburg and
during his retreat. Recently, a
store ledger for the period 1801
to 1803 has been loaned to FNL
by a descendent of Samuel
White, Col. Gabriel Penn, and
Cal. Richard Callaway.
Research is continuing with
similar information related to
John Hook's store, Kabler &
Speece, and others.

FNL has been accepted as an
independent community in the
Virginia 2007  Community
Proq]ram, a celebration of the
400"  anniversary of the
founding of Jamestown. Events
planned by FNL will be
coordinated with planned events
of CCHS, the Historic
Courthouse Museum, Avoca,
Campbell Co. library and Parks

& Recreation depts., Patrick
Henry's Red Hill, Thomas
Jefferson’'s  Poplar  Forest,

Sandusky, Bedford Co., and
other communities. There are
opportunities for a number of
countywide events. A Photo
Gallery, information on the VA
2007 Community program, etc.
may be viewed at:
www.newlondonmuseum.org

CCHS looks forward to
working together with FNL to
increase public awareness of:
the contributions of Campbell
County to the region, the state,
and the nation; the rich variety
of the county’s historic
resources, and the need to
preserve them.

Submitted by: Reve Carwile, Jr

HISTORIC COURTHOUSE
MUSEUM UPDATE

The Campbell County
Historical Society’s efforts of
long duration are nearing
fruition. Plans are underway to
open the Historic Courthouse
Museum in early May. Stay
tuned to your loca media and
CCHS announcements about
opening events.

The Museum Committee is
working with Campbell County
staff to complete such tasks as
new locks and keys, signage,



and touch-ups to the interior
and exterior. Lines for a
telephone and computer are in
place for use by museum
volunteers. Two former
restrooms have been converted
into storage and workspaces.
New paint has been applied to
the front entry to the courtroom.
Picture rail moldings will be
installed soon into the former
Jury Room and Witness Rm.

The first exhibit will be of
local artworks: paintings,
prints, and folk art of at least
nine loca artisss may be
featured. Grand Opening
events are being planned for
May 6" and will culminate May
13" with additional hours to
follow, by appointment. Also,
on Saturday, May 13" the
Campbell County Parks and
Recreation Dept. has scheduled
an Art Show and Ice Cream
Social on the lawn of the
Historic Courthouse, from 9:00
AM to 3:00 PM. The timing of
their event will help to attract
visitors to the courthouse and
museum exhibits on that day,
especially school children and
their families.  All who come
for the Grand Opening certainly
should enjoy a good time!

As the opening art exhibits
are prepared and arranged, work
aso will be underway to
complete set up of CCHS office
and research spaces in the
Historic Courthouse Museum.
Already, planning is ongoing
for the next exhibit of the
museum, scheduled for this fall,
which will focus on Campbell
County’'s men and women
during World War 1.

For further updates on the
museum and on the needs of its
office and work spaces, we

hope to see you at the CCHS
Dinner Program and socia,
April 23,

Volunteers and researchers
are needed.

CCHS members may serve
as volunteers with museum
committee assignments, help to
greet guests, or help with other
tasks. Please contact Reve
Cawile, Jr., preferably by
email, a RevelyBJr@aol.com
or (434) 384 - 8208. For
guestions, etc., you aso may
contact Barbara Keys
bkeys26433@aol.com or others
of the Museum Committee:
Chuck Bradner, Bob Jean,
Robert Merryman, Bill Pugh,
Dolly Pugh, and Amelia Talley.

Submitted by: Reve Carwile, Jr.

VETERAN GRAVE
MARKER DEDICATION

A dedication ceremony for two
replacement markers provided
by the Veterans Administration
is being planned for this spring.
Research by  descendents,
Marian Dowdy and Reve
Carwile, Jr. has confirmed the
graves originaly were in the
Swinney - Fagg - Taylor
Family cemetery, Campbell Co.
Cemetery. #760, but were
displaced when the cemetery
was damaged by a contractor in
1988. Thiscemetery islocated

off English Tavern Rd.

Forrester Lore Taylor won a
Congressiona Medal of Honor
for his actions while a Captain,
239 New Jersey Inf., at
Chancellorsville, for carrying
two wounded comrades to
safety while under fire. He
finished the war as aMagjor, 34"
New Jersey Infantry. After the

war, he and his family relocated
to Campbell Co.; research is
ongoing to learn whether his

Forrester Lore Taylor ®

wife, Sallie M. Hoffman Taylor,
was related to the Hoffman
family connected to “Walnut
Hill,” at Lawyer’s. This Taylor
family owned English Tavern
and the father and sons were
employed as telegraphers for
the railroad, including stations
at Lawyers and Evington.

Three sons entered service
from Campbell Co., serving in
the West then in the Spanish -
American War. Two of them
died in service. Records for
Cpl. Thomas Conway Taylor,
who died of typhoid fever while
serving in Troop B, 7" US
Cavalry, have been confirmed.
His marker has arrived from the
VA and has been delivered to
the care of Reve Carwile, Jr.,
serving as local contact for the
family descendents.

Following the arrival of the
MOH marker for his father
plans for the dedications of their
new markers will be finalized.
So far, several CCHS members

® Contributed by Melanie Anne Taylor



plan to participate with Taylor
family descendents. They will
be joined by: aMeda of Honor
researcher from Maryland;
members of the Forrester Lore
Taylor Camp, Sons of Union
Veterans, members of the
Garland - Rodes Camp, Sons of
Confederate Veterans, severa
members of the Friends of New
London, Virginia, as well as
representatives of other groups.
To learn more of this family

you may refer to Meanie
Taylor's articles in the
Campbell County Heritage
Book. For detalls of the

planned ceremony or to assist in
any way, please contact Revely
Carwile, Jr. (434) 384 - 8208 or
email RevelyBJr@aol.com.

Submitted by: Reve Carwile, Jr.

HISTORIC COURTHOUSE
MUSEUM AND PARKS &
RECREATION DEPT.
PLANNING ART SHOWS
DURING GRAND OPENING
EVENTS

Saturday, May 13, 2006, the
Campbell County Parks &
Recreation Dept. will hold their
annual Art Show and an Ice
Cream Socia on the lawn of the
Historic Courthouse, in
Rustburg. This will take place
from 9:.00 AM to 3.00 PM.
There will be tents with vendors
and crafts as well as displayed
art works of forty artists. One
tent will be staffed by persons
in costume, serving
refreshments for aformal teal
These events will coincide
with the Grand Opening events
of the Campbell County
Historical Society’s museum in
the Historic Courthouse. From

9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, CCHS
plans to lead visitors on tours of
the courtroom and of the
displays in the Witness Room
and Jury Room.

We plan to sell punch from a
table set up on the front
entrance to the courtroom. In
addition, a set of al the
volumes of the Campbell Co.
cemetery  books will  be
available, with volunteers to
take payments for orders which
will be shipped after the event.
Copies of the 1850 Campbell
Co. census and the Campbell
County Heritage Book, as well
as other items, will be available
for sdle.

Volunteers are needed for
opening weekend, May 6", and
for these and other events, or to
serve on committees for the
museum.

Current plans are to schedule
May 13" Grand Opening
volunteers for one or two hour
time slots. Having exhibits and
tables set up at opposite ends of
the courtroom alows the
opportunity for volunteers to
rotate among them. In doing
this, museum volunteers will be
able to become familiar with the
various items which CCHS will
have for sale at the museum, at
one end, and to learn detals
regarding the courtroom, the art

exhibits, and the artists
themselves.

Additional  activities or
speakers may be in the

courtroom during your time
spent as avolunteer or guide.

Please contact Reve Carwile,
J., preferably by email
RevelyBJ@aol.com or (434)
384 - 8208 or contact another
member of the Museum
Committee  (see  separate

article). Be sure to express you
first preference and your second
preference for time dlots, such
as in the morning, before or
after lunch, or for the afternoon.

The CCHS is pleased to have
the opportunity to work together
with the Parks & Recreation
Dept. on this date. Their past
shows have been well- attended
and they report visitors
frequently have expressed the
wish to be able to tour the

courtroom. They will be
including our Grand Opening
schedule in  their radio,
newspaper, and any TV

coverage. We hope to be able
to attract additional visitors to
their events, as well. Please
mark you caendars, offer to
serve as a volunteer at one of
the CCHS tables or inside the
courthouse, and bring your
family to enjoy a great day!
Please note there will be a
number of large tents, so this
will be aRain or Shine event!

Submitted by: Reve Carwile, Jr.

IN
MEMORIAM
Our condolences
go out to the
Caldwell Family.
May Luella Shaffer
M osebr ook Caldwdll,
90, Rustburg, died Tuesday,
March 14, 2006 a her

residence. She was married to
the late Roy Allen Mosebrook
for sixty years and remarried on
December 21, 2001 to Samuel
Caldwell. Born January 24,
1916, in Loganville,
Pennsylvania, she was a



daughter of the late Clarence
Shaffer and Annie Lentz
Shaffer. She was a member of
Diamond Hill  Presbyterian
Church. She said “Two things |
am most proud of was being in
Honolulu when the Japanese
attacked Pearl Harbor and the
Three Years that | was
Historian of Blue Ridge
Presbytery”. In addition to her
husband, she is survived by six
sons, Gerald  Mosebrook,
William Mosebrook and his
wife, Dana, Raymond
Mosebrook and his wife, Zora,
al of Gladys, Guy Mosebrook
and hiswife, Agnes, of Ephrata,
Pennsylvania, Robert Caldwell
and hiswife, Barbara, of Renan,
and Ray Caldwell and his wife,
Kay, of Altavista; one brother,
Ralph L. Shaffer of York,
Pennsylvania; one sister, Nellie
S. Brickner and her husband,

John, of Spring Grover,
Pennsylvania; twelve
grandchildren, David
M osebrook, Dwayne
M osebrook, Jonathan
Mosebrook, Jeffrey Mosebrook,
Christy Vopelak, Bruce
Mosebrook, Erica Stewart,
Sherwood  Caldwell, Jacob

Cadwell, Stacy Tucker, Tobie
Shelton, and Ray Cadwsell, Jr.;
and sixteen great grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by
one brother and five sisters.
Internment was in Diamond Hill
Presbyterian Church Cemetery.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Jones Memorial Library
All Programs begin at 5:00 PM
For more information call (434)
846-0501.
. April 12", “Just the
Facts, Ma’am: The
Tangle of L ocal
History” by the Drs.
Clifton and Dorothy T.
Potter.
May 10", “Civil War
Medicine” by Dr. T.
Scott Garrett.

Poplar Forest
For more information (434)
525-1806.
. April 13" celebrate the
263"% Anniversary of
Thomas Jefferson’s
birthday with an
outdoor ceremony
beginning at 1:00 PM.

Old City Cemetery
401 Taylor Street, Lynchburg
For more information (434)
847-1465
. April 23" “Chapel &
Columbarium
Dedication” Grand
opening of the
Cemetery’s newest
museum. Dedication
begins at
3:00 p.m. at the Chapel
& Columbarium
May 13", 11th Annual
Antique Rose Festival,
9AM —-2PM. Rose
walks, lectures, and
demonstrations of
planting and fertilizing
roses will be held
throughout the day.
May 28", Confederate
Memorial Day
Service, 3PM. Led by

Kirkwood Otey Chapter
No. 10, United
Daughters of the
Confederacy. Meet in
the Confederate
Section.

June 2™, Historical
Marker Unvelling,
12:00 Noon. The 200th
anniversary of the day
the Cemetery®first acre
officially became a
public "burying
Ground.” Meet at the
Cemetery Gatehouse.
June 3% — August 26",
“Saturdaysin the
Cemetery” 10AM at
the Gatehouse. An
informal walking tour
that highlights points of
interest in the
Cemetery.

Historic Centertown Bedford
- April 28", 29" 30" -

10AM —9PM, 5th
Annual “Living
Liberty.” Lifein
Bedford in the 1860’s.
All activities during the
weekend will be held at
historic sitesin
Centertown, and will
feature period music, a
military encampment,
guided lantern tours
(which will be meeting
costumed characters
along the way), aladies
tea and fashion show,
speakers and displays,
book signings, aperiod
wedding, and more. For
more information go to
http://www.centertownb
edford.com
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